
BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN’S PLAN 
TO RENEW U.S. LEADERSHIP IN ASIA

“And as we strengthen NATO, we should also seek to build new alliances and relationships 
in other regions important to our interests in the 21st century. In Asia, the emergence of 
an economically vibrant, more politically active China offers new opportunities for 
prosperity and cooperation, but also poses new challenges for the United States and our 
partners in the region. It is time for the United States to take a more active role here - to 
build on our strong bilateral relations and informal arrangements like the Six Party 
talks. As president, I intend to forge a more effective regional framework in Asia that will 
promote stability, prosperity and help us confront common transnational threats such as 
tracking down terrorists and responding to global health problems like avian flu.”

- Barack Obama Speech at The Council on Global Affairs, Chicago, April 23, 2007  

AT A GLANCE 

Barack Obama and Joe Biden recognize that America’s future security and prosperity is 
linked to Asia, and they will work to forge security, diplomatic, political and economic 
arrangements that go beyond traditional bilateral agreements, occasional summits, and ad-
hoc arrangements. Barack Obama and Joe Biden will:

Enhance Regional Stability & Prosperity
Obama and Biden will develop more effective mechanisms to combat the shared threats to 
peace and prosperity, including a more collaborative approach on terrorism, pandemic 
disease, energy security and climate change. 

Invigorate Alliances and Seek New Partnerships
Obama and Biden will work to strengthen ties with long-standing allies, notably Japan, 
South Korea, Australia, Thailand, and the Philippines as the pillars of America’s 
engagement in Asia, while building an infrastructure with countries in Asia that can 
promote broader stability and prosperity.

Advance Opportunity from the Bottom-up
Obama and Biden will substantially increase our commitment to our world partners, and 
embrace the Millennium Development Goal of cutting extreme poverty around the world in 
half by 2015, and they will double our foreign assistance to $50 billion to achieve that 
goal.

THE PROBLEM 

Disengagement from the Region



The preoccupation with the war in Iraq has left a leadership vacuum in Asia, undermining 
the war effort in Afghanistan, harming the effort to address North Korean nuclear 
proliferation and constraining opportunities to forge a more effective regional security 
architecture.

Climate and Energy
The three largest oil importers and energy consumers in the world are the U.S., Japan, and 
China, and half of the growth in oil consumption between now and 2020 will come from 
Asia, notably China and India. 

North Korean Nuclear Proliferation
President Bush claimed he would not tolerate a nuclear North Korea, but in the past 7 
years North Korea has reportedly quadrupled its nuclear arsenal, carried out a nuclear 
test, and resumed testing intercontinental ballistic missiles. 

Deteriorating Conditions in Afghanistan
Almost 7 years after 9/11, the terrorists who attacked us – including Osama bin Laden – 
are still at large. Al Qaeda is gaining ground, and the Taliban is resurgent with a safe-
haven along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border.  U.S. casualties in Afghanistan now exceed 
those in Iraq, yet today, the U.S. has five times more troops in Iraq than Afghanistan.

BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN’S PLAN 

Focus on the True Battleground in the War Against Terror
Barack Obama and Joe Biden will end the war in Iraq, redeploy at least two combat 
brigades to Afghanistan, and work toward political and non-military solutions to finish 
the job in Afghanistan.  In getting strategic priorities right, they will use this additional 
commitment to seek greater contributions – with fewer restrictions – from NATO allies as 
well as our friends and allies in Asia. The Obam-Biden plan will focus on training Afghan 
security forces and contributing an additional $1 billion in non-military assistance yearly, 
with meaningful safeguards to ensure funds are spent effectively.  To prevail, the Afghan 
people must believe that our commitment to their future is enduring, because the security 
of Afghanistan and the United States is shared.

Enhance U.S. Focus on Asia
Obama and Biden have long recognized that Asia is critical to U.S. security and prosperity 
in the 21st century and will focus on developing mechanisms to tackle shared challenges. 
They will assure that the United States is fully and appropriately engaged in current 
institutions, such as ASEAN and APEC, and explore enhanced collaboration to respond to 
new and non-traditional threats.  

Transform our Alliance with Japan
Obama and Biden understand that our alliance with Japan is the cornerstone of American-
policy in the Asia-Pacific region and of a peaceful, prosperous Asia. We have an opportunity 
to deepen and widen cooperation to resolve global challenges from climate change to 
combating chronic poverty.  



Invigorate our Partnership with Korea
Obama and Biden understand that U.S. and South Korea are bound together by common 
adversaries, but also by our shared values and mutual interests.  We need to develop a 
common vision for the alliance to meet the challenges of the 21st century.

Strengthen U.S. Relations with India
Obama and Biden believe in strengthening U.S relations with India because, as the world’s 
largest democracy and a growing economic power, India is a natural strategic partner of 
the U.S.  The India civilian nuclear accord is one new component of an enhanced 
relationship.  That partnership should also extend to cooperation on alternative energy 
and commercial engagement.   

Enhance Cooperation with Pakistan  
Obama and Biden recognize that our effort in Afghanistan is inextricably linked to 
Pakistan, and that we must empower Pakistan's moderate majority, and strengthen 
democracy and the rule of law in Pakistan, in order to prevail against extremism.  In 
addition to working with Pakistan to do more to crack down on terrorist sanctuaries 
along the Afghanistan-Pakistan border, they will broaden U.S. aid and engagement with 
Pakistan on critical challenges like illiteracy, poverty, and civil society.  Our Pakistan 
policy should emphasize support for democracy and social and economic development, not 
only counter-terrorism.

Advance American Interests and Values with China
Obama and Biden see elements of cooperation and competition in our relationship with 
China, and understands we must enhance areas for collaboration while strengthening the 
ability of American workers and companies to compete.  We must be vigilant about China’s 
military modernization, recognizing the best way to manage our relationship with China is 
to draw it further into the international system. 

Complete and Verifiable Elimination of North Korea’s Nuclear Weapons Programs
Obama and Biden understand that tough and direct diplomacy is necessary to assure the 
complete and verifiable elimination of all of North Korea’s nuclear weapons programs, as 
well as its past proliferation activities, including with Syria. They will not cede our 
leverage, and will tie sanctions relief to North Korea's performance.  

Work to Eliminate the Education Deficit
Education is a critical component for economic advancement and empowerment, yet an 
estimated 100 million children are not attending school.  Obama and Biden plan to 
establish a $2 billion Global Education Fund to increase the scope and quality of 
education world-wide, while also supporting an increase in the intensity of educational 
exchange.

Renew American Diplomacy 
Obama and Biden will rebuild the diplomatic links to Asia that have been allowed to wither 
under President Bush.   They are willing to meet with the leaders of all nations, friend 
and foe, if it will advance U.S. interests to do so.  They will lay the groundwork carefully 
for such interactions, but believes it is important to signal that America is ready to come 



to the table, and is willing to lead.  At home, Obama and Biden will restore America’s 
standing, reputation, and authority in the world by leading by example and respecting civil 
liberties, ending torture, and restoring habeas corpus.

Work Towards Energy Security 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden will embrace the global effort to forge a path toward 
sustainable growth and clean energy.  They will increase investments in alternative 
energy resources like wind and solar, biofuels, and clean coal, and will allow industrial 
carbon emitters to offset some of their costs under his cap-and-trade system by investing 
in low carbon energy projects. They will share technology, enforce environmental 
standards in our trade deals, and work with institutions like the World Bank to support 
this effort.  Crucial to this effort will be the delicate diplomacy with India and China 
necessary to make meaningful inroads to reduce worldwide emission levels.

Advance Opportunity from the Bottom-up
Obama and Biden will substantially increase our commitment to our world partners, and 
embrace the Millennium Development Goal of cutting extreme poverty around the world in 
half by 2015, and they will double our foreign assistance to $50 billion to achieve that 
goal. They will help the world’s weakest states to build healthy and educated 
communities, reduce poverty, develop markets, and generate wealth. They also would help 
weak states to fight terrorism, halt the spread of deadly weapons, and build the health 
care infrastructure needed to prevent and treat HIV/AIDS, outbreaks of avian influenza 
and other pandemics.

Trade Policy That Works for All 
Barack Obama and Joe Biden believe that strengthening economic ties across Asia while 
ensuring increased living standards for workers throughout the region enhances both 
American security and prosperity. They will use all tools at their disposal to end unfair 
trade practices in Asia, such as intellectual property infringement and currency 
manipulation, and to ensure that imports into the United States are safe.  

Protect the Environment
Global climate change threatens disastrous consequences to the fragile and unique 
ecosystems of the Pacific.  Barack Obama and Joe Biden will address manmade 
contributions to global climate change by cutting greenhouse gas emissions 80 percent by 
2050. The cap-and-trade system will include an initial partial auction of pollution credits 
to raise money that would be invested to upgrade our energy infrastructure; create 
hundreds of thousands of new, high-wage jobs; reinvest in environmental protection 
efforts; and make America truly energy independent.

Safeguard the Pacific Islands from Disasters
Barack Obama and Joe Biden support efforts to strengthen the federal government’s 
Pacific Tsunami Warning Center.  They also have been vigorous advocates of bolstering 
our nation’s ability to respond to acts of terrorism and natural disasters in a swift and 
effective manner.  They will work to ensure that the Pacific Islands are adequately 
prepared for disasters.

OBAMA RECORD



Effective Approach Towards Pakistan
Obama co-sponsored legislation with Senators Biden and Lugar to triple non-military 
assistance to Pakistan and sustain it for the next decade, while also requiring that 
continued military aid is used far more effectively to fight al Qaeda and the Taliban.

Support for U.S.-India Nuclear Energy Cooperation
Obama voted for the U.S.-India nuclear agreement in 2006, despite concerns about the non-
proliferation aspects of initial versions of the agreement.  He will continue to make sure 
that our respective strategic, non-proliferation, and energy and environment interests 
are all advanced by the ultimate deal.

FOR MORE INFORMATION 

Read the Speech
http://www.barackobama.com/2007/04/23/the_american_moment_remarks_to.php

Read the Plan 
http://www.barackobama.com/issues/foreignpolicy/ 
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