
AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT PLAN: THE IMPACT FOR WEST VIRGINIA
 
The American Recovery and Reinvestment Plan is a nationwide effort to create jobs, jumpstart 
growth and transform our economy for the 21st century. Across the country, this plan will help 
businesses create jobs and families afford their bills while laying a foundation for future 
economic growth in key areas like health care, clean energy, education and a 21st century 
infrastructure. In West Virginia, this plan will deliver immediate, tangible impacts, including:      
 

 Creating or saving 21,000 jobs over the next two years. Jobs created will be in a range of 
  industries from clean energy to health care, with over 90% in the private sector. [Source:   
 White House Estimate based on Romer and Bernstein, “The Job Impact of the American   
 Recovery and Reinvestment Plan.” January 9, 2009.]      

 Providing a making work pay tax cut of up to $1,000 for 670,000 workers and their   
 families. The plan will make a down payment on the President’s Making Work Pay tax cut for  
 95% of workers and their families, designed to pay out immediately into workers’ paychecks.  
 [Source: White House Estimate based on IRS Statistics of Income]    
 

 Making 27,000 families eligible for a new American Opportunity Tax Credit to make  
 college affordable. By creating a new $2,500 partially refundable tax credit for four years of  
 college, this plan will give 3.8 million families nationwide – and 27,000 families in West   
 Virginia – new assistance to put college within their reach. [Source: Center on Budget and  
 Policy Priorities analysis of U.S. Census data]       
 

 Offering an additional $100 per month in unemployment insurance benefits to 89,000   
 workers in West Virginia who have lost their jobs in this recession, and providing extended  
 unemployment benefits to an additional 11,000 laid-off workers. [Source: National    
 Employment Law Project]     
 

 Providing funding sufficient to modernize at least 72 schools in West Virginia so our   
 children have the labs, classrooms and libraries they need to compete in the 21st century  
 economy. [Source: White House Estimate]    

In addition to this immediate assistance for West Virginia, the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Plan will help transform our economy by:   
 

 Doubling renewable energy generating capacity over three years, creating enough   
 renewable energy to power 6 million American homes.      

 Computerizing every American’s health record in five years, reducing medical errors and  
 saving billions of dollars in health care costs.   

 Launching the most ambitious school modernization program on record, sufficient to   
 upgrade 10,000 schools.   

 Enacting the largest investment increase in our nation’s roads, bridges and mass transit  
 systems since the creation of the national highway system in the 1950s.

TALKING POINTS
PRESIDENT OBAMA'S ECONOMIC STIMULUS PLAN 

KEY POINT: We are in the midst of an unprecedented crisis that calls for unprecedented action; 
we must act quickly and responsibly to both strengthen our economy now and invest in 
long-term growth and prosperity. 

The President has and continues to be committed to a bi-partisan process that takes different 
views and ideas into account to ensure a recovery package that:

 • Creates new jobs and saves the ones that are on the line;
 • Cuts taxes for the Middle Class; 
 • Creates investments that ensure our long-term energy independence;
 • Reinvigorates our infrastructure while creating jobs and stimulating long term growth;
 • Demands transparency and accountability that guarantees taxpayer money is used   
  properly. 

JOB CREATION: President Obama's economic recovery plan (also known as the American 
Recovery and Reinvestment Plan) will put people back to work in the short term by ensuring 
that the money being invested gets out the door immediately and is directly targeted to 
job-creation. The plan will generate or save three to four million new jobs. The vast majority of 
these jobs will be created in the private sector 

REINVIGORATE INFRASTRUCTURE/STIMULATE LONG-TERM ECONOMIC GROWTH: President 
Obama's economic recovery plan will also make critical investments in alternative energy, safer 
roads, better health care and our schools. These investments will have a direct impact on 
communities and both create jobs in the short term, and lay the foundation for long-term 
growth and prosperity.

TAX CUTS: 95% of working families will receive a $1,000 tax cut.

ACCOUNTABILITY: The Plan includes unprecedented accountability. All of the information on 
investments will be posted on www.recovery.gov so people can make sure their money is spent 
quickly and effectively in real time. An Economic Recovery Accountability & Transparency Board 
will report directly to Congress on these matters both regularly and with urgent reports for 
quick developments.

THE BEGINNING NOT THE END: The President also made it clear that his recovery package is just 
one component of what we need to do to get the economy moving again. The President knows 
that we also need to make sure we have better financial regulation, and that we act swiftly to 
get credit flowing again. And of course, we're going to have to engage with our partners around 
the world.
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