
A Team for Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders in Virginia

Asian Americans & Pacific Islanders (AAPI) will play an important role in Barack Obama’s administration. 
Barack grew up in multicultural Hawaii, lived in an Asian nation and has family of Asian heritage.  Virginia 
has more than 400,000 AAPIs, the state’s fastest growing racial minority.   Virginia’s AAPIs have made a 
decisive difference in recent elections and will make history by winning Virginia for Barack Obama in 
November.

● Invest in Education:  Barack Obama will reform and fund No Child Left Behind.  He will hold 
schools accountable for teaching English-language learners, and will continue his fight to increase 
and reform college financial aid by creating a new $4,000 college tax credit.  He was a supporter of 
the College Cost Reduction and Access Act of 2007, which provided millions for Tribal and AAPI 
serving institutions.  John McCain opposed increasing Pell grants and other funding to reduce 
student debt.

● Reform Immigration:  Barack Obama has been a leading voice for comprehensive reform of our 
immigration systems by securing our borders, providing a path to citizenship for undocumented 
immigrants, and fixing the broken immigration bureaucracy.  As president, he will fight for 
comprehensive reform that prioritizes keeping families together and improves the H1-B visa program. 
After John McCain sponsored comprehensive reform legislation with Sen. Kennedy, he switched to 
opposing it in the Presidential campaign.  

● Help AAPIs Reclaim the American Dream:  Growing unemployment has affected AAPIs here in  
Virginia and across the nation.  Barack Obama will restore fairness for middle class families by 
creating a “Making Work Pay” tax credit of up to $1,000 for middle class families, and new tax cuts 
for college, retirement and child care.  AAPIs own more than 1.1 million small businesses.  Barack 
Obama will support federal programs that invest in minority-owned businesses, provide technical 
assistance to small business owners and reduce discrimination in lending.

● Help Virginia’s Transportation Move Forward:  Increasing traffic congestion, high gas prices, 
unplanned growth and the need for highway, train and other improvements has affected the quality 
of life and economic development in Virginia.  Barack Obama will create a National Infrastructure 
Reinvestment Bank that will supplement existing transportation investments to create new jobs and 
economic activity.  

● Fight Discrimination and End Racial Profiling:  As a community organizer, constitutional law 
professor and a civil rights lawyer Barack Obama has fought to end all forms of discrimination.  In 
the Illinois State Senate, he passed a law to identify and combat racial profiling.  He recognized the 
great wrong done to Japanese Americans during World War II. John McCain voted against the bill 
that provided justice for survivors of the Japanese American relocation and internment.

● Provide Universal Health Care:  There are nearly 2.2 million AAPIs without health insurance. 
Barack Obama is committed to signing legislation by the end of his first term that maintains patient 
choice and ensures that all Americans have affordable health care coverage.  Obama’s plan will 
save a typical American family up to $2,500 every year on health care costs by modernizing the U.S. 
health care system, promoting disease prevention and strengthening public health. 

http://my.barackobama.com/page/content/aapihome
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