
ASIAN AMERICANS AND PACIFIC ISLANDERS AND EDUCATION

BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN’S PLAN TO GIVE EVERY CHILD A WORLD CLASS 
EDUCATION TO COMPETE IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY

“When I'm president, we'll give our kids everything they need to have a fighting chance…Let's rebuild our  
crumbling schools and recruit an army of new teachers because what makes the most difference in any  
child's education is the person standing at the front of the classroom. And we also have to make sure that  
every child who wants to learn English has the resources to learn English. And that any child who comes  
here and studies here and does well in school has the same chance to attend a public college as anyone  
else.” 
– Barack Obama, Los Angeles, October 20, 2007 

AT A GLANCE

There are 2.4 million AAPI children enrolled in K-12 schools – and they all deserve access 
to a high-quality education.  

Contrary to popular stereotypes, AAPIs are not universally successful in academics and 
face unique cultural and linguistic challenges as basic as just learning English.  The 
“model minority” myth about AAPIs is misleading and inaccurate which has resulted in policy 
makers focusing less attention on their needs and the disparities in the educational 
services provided to them.  AAPIs also confront the same shortcomings in our educational 
systems as other Americans.  

Although a relatively high percentage of AAPIs who are 25 or older hold a bachelor’s 
degree, certain AAPI ethnic groups are far less successful and attain college degrees at a 
rate far below the rest of the population.  

THE PROBLEM

Barriers to Learning English: In 2000, just under 5 percent of Americans aged 18-64 spoke 
English “not very well” or “not at all”, compared to approximately 16 percent of Asian 
Americans or Pacific Islanders.  

Linguistic and Cultural Barriers to Parent Engagement: Widely publicized research has shown 
that students with parents involved in their education achieve more, regardless of socio-
economic status, racial or ethnic background, or the parents’ education level. Yet over 
half of the AAPI population was born outside of the United States, and over half of all 
AAPI students are non-native English speakers, which for many AAPI families results in 
cultural and language barriers to parental involvement.



BARACK OBAMA AND JOE BIDEN’S PLAN 

Early Childhood Education 

• High-Quality Zero-to-Five Early Education:  Obama and Biden will launch a Children’s 
First Agenda that provides care, learning and support to families with children from 
birth up to five years old. Unlike other early childhood education plans, their plan 
places key emphasis on early care and education for infants, which is essential for 
children to be ready to enter kindergarten. Obama will create Early Learning 
Challenge Grants to promote state “zero to five” efforts and help states move 
toward voluntary, universal pre-school.

• Expand Early Head Start and Head Start: Obama and Biden will quadruple Early Head 
Start, increase Head Start funding and improve the quality of both. 

K-12 Education

• Support English Language Learners: Obama and Biden support transitional bilingual 
education and will help Limited English Proficient students get ahead by holding 
schools accountable for making sure these students graduate.  Obama and Biden 
will support development of appropriate assessments for English Language Learners 
and programs that monitor the progress of students learning English and hold 
schools accountable for making sure these students graduate.

• Reform No Child Left Behind:  Obama and Biden will fund No Child Left Behind and 
improve its assessments and accountability systems for AAPI children. Obama believes 
teachers should not be forced to spend the academic year preparing students to fill 
in bubbles on standardized tests.  He will improve the assessments used to track 
student progress to measure readiness for college and the workplace and improve 
student learning in a timely, individualized manner. Obama and Biden will also 
improve NCLB's accountability system so that we are supporting schools that need 
improvement, rather than punishing them

• Recruit, Train, Support and Reward our Teachers:  Obama and Biden will improve our 
schools by recruiting well-qualified teachers to every classroom in America. Obama 
and Biden will improve teacher compensation by rewarding expert, accomplished 
teachers for taking on challenging assignments and helping teachers succeed.

• Make Math and Science Education a National Priority: Obama and Biden will recruit 
graduates with degrees in math and science to the teaching profession and will 
support efforts to help these teachers learn from professionals in the field.  They 
will also work to ensure that all children have access to a strong science 



curriculum at all grade levels. 

• Address the Dropout Crisis: Obama also will reduce the high school dropout rate for 
AAPIs by passing his legislation, the “Success in the Middle Act,” to provide funding 
to school districts to invest in intervention strategies in middle school - strategies 
such as personal academic plans, teaching teams, parent involvement, mentoring, 
intensive reading and math instruction, and extended learning time. 

• Expand High-Quality Afterschool Opportunities: Obama and Biden will double funding 
for the main federal support for afterschool programs, the 21st Century Learning 
Centers program, to serve one million more children. 

Higher Education

Make Community College and College Education Affordable:  Obama and Biden will create a 
new American Opportunity Tax Credit that will make tuition at the nation’s community 
colleges completely free and will cover up to two-thirds the cost of tuition at the 
nation’s public colleges and universities. This $4,000 tax credit will be fully refundable 
and available at the time of enrollment in college – when families need the money. 
Recipients of the credit will be required to conduct 100 hours of community service.  

• Simplify the Application Process for Financial Aid: Forty percent of Asian American 
freshman are more likely to come from families with a household income of $40,000 
or less.  AAPI families tend to be less informed about financial aid and are likely to 
overestimate the cost of tuition and underestimate available aid.  Obama and Biden 
will streamline the financial aid process by eliminating the current federal 
financial aid application and enabling families to apply simply by checking a box on 
their tax form, authorizing their tax information to be used, and eliminating the 
need for a separate application. 

• Support College Outreach Programs: Obama supports outreach programs like GEAR UP, 
TRIO and Upward Bound to encourage more young people from low-income families to 
consider and prepare for college. 

OBAMA’S RECORD 

Illinois Advocacy: Obama has been a leader on educational issues throughout his career. As 
a community organizer, Obama led the fight on behalf of alternative schools for dropouts. 
In the Illinois State Senate, Obama was a leader on early childhood education, helping 
create the state’s Early Learning Council. 

U.S. Senate:  In the U.S. Senate, Obama has been a leader in working to make college more 
affordable. His very first bill sought to increase the maximum Pell Grant award to $5,100. 
As a member of the Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee, Obama helped pass 
legislation to achieve that goal in the recent improvements to the Higher Education Act. 
Obama has also introduced legislation to create Teacher Residency Programs and to 
increase federal support for summer learning opportunities.  

FOR MORE INFORMATION 



For more on Barack Obama and Joe Biden’s Education Plan:
http://www.barackobama.com/issues/education/

Speech on Pre-K to 12 Education:
http://www.barackobama.com/2007/11/20/remarks_of_senator_barack_obam_34.php

Speech on College Affordability:
http://www.barackobama.com/2007/11/07/remarks_of_senator_barack_obam_31.php
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